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President's Message

SR ERB
By President Joseph Chia

|
A A Dear clan members,

It has been a busy 2010 so far.

After the Chinese New Year celebration at the
Association and the swearing- in ceremony of the
Office Bearers and Committee Members, we organised
a Summer Camp for the younger generation to visit our
home town in Huian.

We attracted not just the young, the summer camp
contingent of 44 included a very young boy of 4 years
old and a 82 years old senior member. Most of them
had never been back to Huian before. We visited Huian,
Quanzhou and Xiamen. The visit was meaningful as it
provided an opportunity for the young to interact with
their opposite numbers in schools and in homes in Huian
and to visit their relatives and their ancestral homes.
They also visited the famous Luoyang Bridge, one of the
four oldest bridges in China. Visit to the 600-year old
Chongwu Old Wall was also a great highlight.

The next major task was to raise funds for the
installation of an elevator , improvement to the front
facade, shifting the front boundary wall to our original
site boundary and some general maintenance work for
our over thirty-year old Association building.

Thanks to the great effort by Honorary President Mr
Ong Han Cheong, we were extremely pleased to receive
a pledge of $300,000 from the family of our late
Honorary President Mr Liew Ma Choon. Mr Teo Tong
Lim of Tong Eng Brothers also pledged 10% of the entire
costs. With these assured funds, plus a pledge from an
anonymous member of $40,000, we decided to press
ahead with the work. | am pleased to announce that
we have obtained URA's in-principle approval for the
above work. Tender is expected to be called in October
this year. The entire work is expected to be completed
within a year.

Our biggest challenge now is membership development.
We are very concerned that in twenty years time, we
may have a grand association building but no activities.
We urge you to assist and help us to enrol more
members. Your assistance and effort will be greatly
appreciated. A strong membership is the life-blood of
our Association.
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