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New Year Message

By President Joseph Chia

ow time flies. In a twinkling of an eye, it seems, the
many difficult months of 2008 are gone, and before
us, an uncertain and unpredictable 2009.

Looking back at 2008 however, despite all that gloom and
doom experienced by many of us, it was quite an active
year for our Association. This is entirely due to the hard
work of all Board members and the association members.
Let us strive harder this year to make the year even more
interesting and better.

A very meaningful activity in 2008 was the fund raising
drive for the victims of the Sichuan earthquake. It was well
supported by members and society. Together with the
Calligraphy and Chinese painting exhibition, the movie
"Red Cliff' raised more than thirty thousand dollars. We
have remitted the money raised to the Hui An County
government for them to use it for the earthquake victims
in Sichuan Pengshan City Gexian town. We believe this is
a more direct and meaningful way to use the money.

Through the many activities in 2008, | realized that for a
clan association to maintain its vigorous vitality, it must
possess two important ingredients. One is the leadership,
which must always raise its ability to a higher level. The
other is to attract new blood constantly so as to have a
large base ready to serve the association.
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Our current generation of leaders in the Association are
capable and pro-active. We are confident that for the next
few years, we are able to maintain the vigor and the vitality
existing in our association without much trouble. But after
that we are not so sure. It will depend on our ability to
attract new members to join the association and to train
them so that we can continue to sustain our activities in
the future.

One problem we face is that the younger generation have
little concept of their "ancestor home town" and have no
sense of belonging. We must have self-transformation and
self-renewal to make our traditional activities more palatable
to the younger generation. An example: an investor's forum
to allow members to meet and exchange information on
the stock market, to invite market analyst to the forum;
free legal counseling and assistance; provide investment
opportunities and assist younger members to start their
own business.

In June this year, we intend to organize a summer camp
for our young clan members to visit Hui An to appreciate
the beauty of the scenery like the historical Chongwu old
city wall, the very famous 'Luoyang'one thousand years'
old bridge, to get to know our beautiful stone engraving
art, and enjoy the home-town cuisine. We will also visit
Xiamen and Quanzhou. We hope members will encourage
their second-generation members to support this activity
so that they will have a chance to get to know Hui An, to
like Hui An and to love Hui An. This will be one good reason

for our association to continue to thrive.

May | wish all a Happy New Year!
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