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President Writes
Joseph Chia

I am honoured to be elected the new president of
the Association. | appeal to all of you for your unity
and support, as otherwise, | will not succeed.

There are over 300 clan associations in Singapore. In
the early days, these associations helped their clan
folks in providing facilities, helping them to find jobs
and to settle down. As our economy becomes
prosperous and mature, these roles played by clan
associations have diminished.

As time passes, seniors in clan associations will leave
us due to natural attrition. On the other hand, the
younger generation born here will not have much
feeling for the clans that they belong to. This is
something that we must consider seriously.

The immediate urgent task now is to set our position
clearly, go on a ‘growth’ path, attract new members
and develop new activities that are attractive to them.
We also need to promote 'Youth' section aggressively
and promote activities that the youths will enjoy. May
be we could start to consider subsidizing our youths
for their travel expenses back to Hui Ann so they can
see what their home town is like. Children today will
become youths very quickly. We need to attract young
children to come to our association through activities
like ‘Chinese study group for the young' and other
Chinese culture-related activities. Hopefully in 20 to
30 years we will still be having new leadership to take
over the reins.

We need new members and new directions.
Let us all work hard on this!
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